Community Conversation on the
Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion
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Guidelines

OBJECTIVE

Provide an opportunity for
you to ask questions about
the Mid-Barataria Sediment
Diversion, DEIS and Draft
Restoration Plan, or on the
permitting process to CPRA
and the LA TIG

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

This webinar is not an opportunity to submit official public
comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
the Draft Restoration Plan. Comments or questions made
during this meeting will not be considered official public
comment.

This webinar will be recorded.
All participants are muted throughout the presentation.

There will be a Q&A at the end of the presentation. You may
enter questions at any time during the presentation into the
Q&A box. Please note if your question is for a specific panelist.

Inappropriate language or intentional distraction from
panelists will not be tolerated. Should an interruption occur,
we will end and reschedule the webinar.

Translation of this presentation or recording is available upon
request.



LOUISIANA TRUSTEE
IMPLEMENTATION
GROUP

Represents a joint effort of the
State of Louisiana and federal
trustees who work together to
make Louisiana whole from the
injuries caused by the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

Mel Landry, Louisiana
Restoration Area Lead -
NOAA

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

LOUISIANA COASTAL
PROTECTION AND
RESTORATION
AUTHORITY (CPRA)

The single state entity with
authority to articulate a clear
statement of priorities related
to coastal protection and
restoration in Louisiana. CPRA’s
mandate is to develop,
implement, and enforce a
comprehensive coastal
protection and restoration
master plan.

Bren Haase, Executive
Director

Brad Barth, Mid-Basin
Sediment Diversion Program
Manager

Brian Lezina, Director of
Planning

ENVIRONMENTAL
LAW INSTITUTE

The Environmental Law Institute
(ELI) is a non-profit, non-partisan
research and education
Institute. (We do not sue anyone,
lobby, or represent clients). We
deliver insightful and impartial
analysis to opinion makers,
including government officials,
environmental and business
leaders, academics, members of
the environmental bar, and
journalists.

ELI does not take a position on
the MBSD or any other specific
restoration project.

Amy Reed, Staff Attorney

Jarryd Page, Public Interest
Law Fellow

RESTORE THE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER
DELTA

Restore the Mississippi River
Delta comprised of
Environmental Defense Fund,
National Audubon Society, the
National Wildlife Federation, the
Coalition to Restore Coastal
Louisiana and Pontchartrain
Conservancy, is working to
protect people, wildlife and jobs
by reconnecting the river with
its wetlands. As our region
faces the crisis of land loss, we
offer science-based solutions
through a comprehensive
approach to restoration.

Helen Rose Patterson,
Senior Outreach Coordinator
- Gulf Program, National
Wildlife Federation

Simone Maloz, Executive
Director, Restore or Retreat,
Inc.




Organizations Involved

USACE

Decision-maker on issuing
project permit

Develops and releases
DEIS document

Facilitates public input
process (public meetings,
accepting official
comment)

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

CPRA

Permit applicant

State agency responsible
for engineering and design

Will operate MBSD if built

LATIG

Decides whether to fund
the project with Deepwater
Horizon natural resource
damages funds.

Funding decision detailed in
the Draft Restoration Plan

4 federal agencies, CPRA +
4 other state agencies




S h Id CPRA The USACE decision on whether to grant CPRA’s permit
OU application is a “major federal action” that triggers the
E National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
recelve a  NEPA requires USACE to prepare a study called an
- - Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to ensure impacts and
perm It to bu I Id alternatives are considered before the decision is made.

th e p rOJ ect’) Steps include:

Before finalizing the study, USACE must give the public a
chance to review and comment on the Draft EIS (DEIS).

 The Draft EIS is an important step in this NEPA process but
is not a final decision on whether and how the project will be
constructed.

NEPA (EIS) EENAIX Draft EIS Public Final EIS FEIS Record of

Scoping Review & Available o
PROCESS Intent Released Comment Released to Public Decision

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION



Sh Id h » Under the QOil Pollution Act, a Natural Resource Damage
OU t e Assessment (NRDA) process began after the oil disaster.
Louisiana will receive $5 billion of BP settlement money
I_A TIG use through NRDA.
N RDA  Here, NRDA is managed by the LA Trustee Implementation
mO ney Group (LA TIG), a group of state and federal agency

to pay fOr it? . representatives (trustees).

NRDA money can be used for natural resource projects (ex:
restoring wetlands). The LA TIG explains its funding decisions
to the public in documents called Restoration Plans (RP).

* Before finalizing any restoration plan, the TIG must give the
public a chance to review and comment on the Draft RP.

NRDA PDARP
DECISION (overarching
PROCESS EIT)

TIG Draft Final Draft Phase || Final

Requested Strategic RP Strategic RP RP #3 .2 Phase I
Project Ideas #3 #3 ' RP #3.2

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION



START EIS
PROCESS

USAGE EIS
NOTIGE OF INTENT

2016iI 2017 o I2018

LATIG PUBLIC SCOPING
RESTORATION MEETINGS
PLAN NOTIGE

OF INTENT

® OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC INPUT

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

2019

DRAFT EIS AND
RESTORATION PLAN RELEASE

MARCH 5, 2021

FINAL EIS AND
RESTORATION
PLAN RELEASE

2020 2021 0{ 2022JQ I 2023

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD | RECORD OF
(60 DAYS) DECISION

REVIEW PERIOD

(30 DAYS)




Where to find
information

OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS

DRAFT RESTORATION PLAN #3.2:

gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration-
areas/louisiana

DEIS:
mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Pe

rmits/Mid-Barataria-Sediment-Diversion-EIS/

OTHER GOVERNMENT RESOURCES

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE/RESOURCES:
coastal.la.gov/midbarataria

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

Draft Phase Il Restoff’
Mid-Barataria Sedir

PREPARED BY:
L Trustee Group

State of Loussiana

National Oceane and Atmosphane Adminstration
United States Department of the Infenor

Urited States Departmant of Agnculturs

United States Envirenmental Protection Agency

MARCH 2021

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR THE
PROPOSED MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION PROJECT
PLAQUEMINES PARISH, LOUISIANA

MARCH 2021



http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration-areas/louisiana
http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Permits/Mid-Barataria-Sediment-Diversion-EIS/
http://www.coastal.la.gov/midbarataria

Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion

LOUISIANA COASTAL PROTECTION AND RESTORATION AUTHORITY




MBSD Restoration Objectives

Reconnect the river and estuary to restore some of the historic functions:
* Restore injuries from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill

* Re-establish sustainable deltaic processes between the Mississippi
River and Barataria Basin

e Deliver freshwater, sediment, and nutrients to Barataria Bay

 Create, restore, and sustain wetlands and other deltaic habitats
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Project Area
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HWY 23 BRIDGE

U-FRAME TRAINING WALLS

INTAKE ARMORING

.

U-FRAME INTAKE STRUCTURE - \

Details &

Operations

Controlled, gated structure
Maximum flow: 75,000 cfs

Width: 1,600-foot Corridor

Length: Approx. 2 miles



Draft Phase |l Restoration Plan #3.2:

LOUISIANA TRUSTEE IMPLEMENTATION GROUP



Summary of
Project Benefits

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

Comprehensive and sustainable regional
ecosystem restoration

Creates and protects coastal marshes that
provide habitat and reduce storm surge
during large storms

Improves the effectiveness and longevity of

other marsh restoration projects

Aquatic and terrestrial species benefits:
largemouth bass, red drum, gulf
menhaden, bay anchovy, white shrimp, blue
crab

Recreational use benefits: duck hunting,
bird watching, recreational fishing
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MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

Marsh
Created and
Sustained

Barataria:
+17,300 acres at 30 yrs
+13,400 acres at 50 yrs

After 50 years, marsh
created and sustained by
MBSD represents 20% of
the marsh in the Basin

Birdfoot Delta:
-2,000-3,000 acres
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* Project success depends on
effective operation

. Oppor_tunitigs to maximize MOnltOrmg and
benefits while managing Adaptlve
Management (MAM)

collateral injuries

* Robust data collection
throughout the basin builds on
existing efforts




Collateral Injuries and
Stewardship/Mitigation
Measures




Dolphins

$20M STEWARDSHIP, $20M MONITORING

COLLATERAL
INJURY

Decreased
survival rate

STEWARDSHIP/MONITORING MEASURES
* Monitoring and Adaptive Management
* Enhance Statewide Stranding Network

* Fund efforts to reduce other stressors on
dolphin population

e Establish contingency fund to address
potential UME declaration in Barataria Basin
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Shrimp and Oysters

TOTAL = $33M

COLLATERAL INJURIES

* Collateral injuries under both no action alternative
(future without project) and MBSD preferred
alternative (future with project)

« MBSD project accelerates injuries

* Reduction in abundance, but resources not fully
eliminated

Other LA TIG/CPRA Oyster Restoration Efforts:
e Qyster Cultch Placement

 Brood Reef Program
 Hatchery Development & Ops
e Qyster Strategic Plan

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

STEWARDSHIP/MITIGATION MEASURES

Oysters
* Establish new public seed ground in lower basin

* Provide cultch material to enhance public and
private growing areas

* Enhance oyster broodstock reefs
* Assistance in transition to off-bottom culture

Shrimp
* Vessel Refrigeration
* Fund Gear improvements to increase efficiency

Both
* Business training to enhance business revenue

* Workforce training to assist transition to new
employment, industry, or market

* Fund marketing program

19
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Increased Water Levels

COLLATERAL INJURIES

Increased days per year of
tidal flooding in communities
outside federal flood
protection near the diversion

SLR is the dominate factor,
but MBSD project
accelerates timing of
collateral injury

Pushes storm surge injuries
south of the diversion

STEWARDSHIP/MITIGATION MEASURES

Structural measures

e Community Features - raise roads and other
infrastructure

* Property Specific - raising buildings,
improving access, septic
Acquisition of property interests

* Proposing voluntary easements in
communities outside levee protection

* Open to fee acquisition where requested by
property owner

Monitoring and Adaptive Management
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- Environmental Justice (EJ) is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people
nVI ro n m e n a regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development,
implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies.
Justice

BENEFITS Flooding

Assisting property owners to elevate their homes and other structures on their properties

MITIGATION STRATEGIES

Protected communities: Greater

New Orleans area (significant Assisting property owners and/or communities to reduce flooding of their septic/sewer
minority and low-income systems and other utilities

populations) Elevating roadways or utilities

Up to one foot of storm surge Paying property owners for losses in value of their properties due to increased flooding,
reduction from marshes created if any

and protected by MBSD
Fisheries

IMPACTS Funding for new equipment (i.e. upgraded vessel refrigeration or gear improvements)

Funding for small business/startup support (i.e. grant programs)

Potential for disproportionately high
and adverse impacts to low income Fund marketing program
and minority populations due to: Training programs to gain new skills and switch industry or trade
* Impacts to commercial fisheries Small business development and operations training

* Impacts to subsistence fishing Improve shoreline access for subsistence fishing and others

* Flood and storm impacts in
communities near MBSD ON-GOING OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT WITH COMMUNITY MEMBERS

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION 22



HOW T0 COMMENT

MAIL

VIRTUAL

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District
PUBLIC MEETINGS

Attn: CEMVN-ODR-E, MVN-2012-2806-EOQO
7400 Leake Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70118 April 6, 2021 / 9 a.m. CDT

April 7, 2021 / 1 p.m. CDT

PHONE ONLINE April 8, 2021 / 6 p.m. CDT

(866) 211-9205 parkplanning.nps.gov/MBSD

ﬁ
aEER

Official public comments must be submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers using one of the methods listed above. CPRA cannot accept official public comments on the DEIS or Draft Restoration Plan.



Tips for
Providing
Comments

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

Anyone can comment on
the MBSD draft EIS or
draft RP

Commenting is a way to
make your voice heard
and influence issues you
care about

Comments can be in favor
of or against the entire
project or any aspect of it

WHAT SHOULD | COMMENT ON?

The purpose and need of the
proposed action

The proposed alternatives

The assessment of the
environmental impacts of
those alternatives

The proposed mitigation
measures

Any other issues that might be
relevant to the decisionmaker



Tips for Providing
Comments

HOW TO PREPARE YOUR COMMENT:

e Collect and review background information
* Create a checklist of important considerations
* Read the document and take notes

HOW TO DELIVER YOUR COMMENT:

* Focus on the law and the facts

* Clearly state what you support and what you
disagree with

 Be as specific as possible (examples help)
« Offer helpful solutions

MID-BARATARIA SEDIMENT DIVERSION

Less Effective More Effective

IDENTIFYING VIOLATIONS IN THE LAW

The old farm at the end of Under 40 C.F.R. 6.301, EPA must take steps
our street has a rich history to preserve historic resources. The old farm
and may have many artifacts. at the end of our street has a rich history

and may have many artifacts. At a minimum,
there should be a historical survey to
assess the property and mitigation
measures to preserve items of historical or
cultural value.

SUGGESTING SPECIFIC LANGUAGE

Delete the words “high levels Rewrite the sentence as follows:

of” and add “at rates higher “Application of hightevelsefthe pesticide
than indicated on the label” at rates higher than indicated on the label
after the word “pesticide.” could harm the monarch butterfly.

IDENTIFYING VIOLATIONS IN THE LAW

The company underestimates The company underestimates the economic
the economic benefits of benefits of waste minimization. As the
waste minimization. attached article shows, ABC Corporation
adopted a similar program two years ago
and has already recouped the cost of the
program plus an additional 10%.
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Question & Answer
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